
  
 

Supplementary Information 
 

EAST HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 

18 February 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Councillor 

 

 
I am now able to enclose, for consideration at next meeting of the Planning Committee, to be held 

on 18 February 2021 the following supplementary information that was unavailable when the 
agenda was printed. 
 
 
Agenda No Item 

 
 
 
 6. Supplementary Matters  (Pages 1 - 2) 

 
   
 
 
  8.(i) Representations received in respect of SDNP/20/03195/FUL - Heath Lake, Heath 

Road, Petersfield, Hampshire  (Pages 3 - 8) 
 

   Petersfield Town Council 
 
Retrospective application for replacement of boardwalk, construction of islands, 
launch, bridge, remodelling and stabilisation of banks, regrading of slipway, 
remodelling of lake bed and creation of fish nurseries, with associated landscaping 
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18 February 2021 
Planning Committee 
 
Supplementary Matters to be considered as part of Planning Officer's Report on 
Planning Applications. 
 

S1  Item  1 

SDNP/20/03195/FUL 

Heath Lake, Heath Road, Petersfield 

 
CORRECTIONS 
 
The Executive Summary has been corrected to read as follows:  
 
The application has been referred to the Planning Committee at the discretion of the 
Director of Regeneration and Place.  
 
 
AMENDMENTS RECEIVED 
 
No further amendments have been received.  
 
FURTHER CONSULTEE COMMENTS 
 
No additional consultee comments.  
 
FURTHER REPRESENTATIONS 
 
One further letter of neutral representation has been received, with the following 
comments: 
 

 application is commended, and works are welcome, however; 

 design of new islands and boardwalk reedbeds requires alteration – not fit for 
purpose; 

 water levels drop by some 750mm below the high-water level, which is likely 
to be greater in future years as a result of climate change; 

 reedbeds too high for lower water pond levels;  

 potential increase in concentration of water pollutants, when water levels 
drop. This has not been fully considered; and 

 design of new islands not consistent with existing island. 
 
(Officer note: no objection has been raised by the County Ecologist and the works 
carried out are considered to be fit for purpose). 
 
CHANGES TO RECOMMENDATION 

No changes to recommendation.  
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Mr Desmond Malone 
(Objector) 

 

There were 15 objections raised with EHDC about the PTC Pond Project and with 
the majority concerning the ugly black plastic boardwalk.  Briefly, the main 
complaints were that it was totally out of keeping with the local surroundings and 
unnecessarily high and contrary to Policies SD5, 17 and 23 of the South Downs 
Local Plan and NEP3 of the Petersfield Neighbourhood Plan.  In my view, and that of 
many others, the over-engineered elevated boardwalk just does not comply with this 
requirement.  In particular, the local residents have lived with this ugly black 
boardwalk 24/7 for the past year and can assure EHDC that its construction, finish, 
size and appearance is detrimental to the local area and hence remains a total eye 
saw.  On a more light-hearted note, anyone who thinks that it is totally in keeping, 
and sympathetic, to the local area, should, I suggest, make an urgent appointment 
with “Spec Savers”.    
 
The boardwalk is far too high and could be reduced in height by some 18 inches 
(46cm).  Four Rivers state that it was constructed at the present height because 
possible wave splash, followed by rapid freezing, would make the boardwalk icy and 
dangerous.  Northerly gale force winds would produce wavelets that would increase 
in height towards the southern bank of the pond but due to the limited fetch and 
shallow water, these wavelets would be unlikely to cause any wave splash.  
Particularly as the eastern half of the boardwalk is now protected by an area of 
reclaimed land just north of the boardwalk.  Similarly, the western half is somewhat 
protected by the island to the north.  As you will note doubt have noticed we have 
experienced a great deal of rain over the last few weeks and with overnight 
temperatures of around –4-6C.  Yet although the pond itself has frozen over there 
were no problems with the boardwalk and was not closed due to icing.  Hence it is 
unlikely to be closed due to wave splash in winter.   
 
My suggestion is that the boardwalk is removed, and replaced by laying a 2-3m wide 
sandy pathway on the reclaimed land between the boardwalk and Sussex Road.  
This solution would be significantly more in keeping and sympathetic to the local 
surroundings and so would fully conform with SD5 of the SDNP Local Plan i.e., the 
proposed replacement sandy pathway would be similar in nature and character to 
the existing pathway around the pond.  
 
No mention has been made in EHDC Planning Departments Recommendations 
concerning COVID-19.  The boardwalk is 1.8m wide, which is less than HM 
Governments 2.0m COVID-19 social distancing rule, and so this means that all 
persons are forced to within 1m of each other when passing. 
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Mr Andy Partridge  
(Southern Planning Practice Ltd) 

 
The Town Council very much regrets that the application was made retrospectively. This arose 

through a misunderstanding of the planning regulations.  However, not all works need consent, but 

all have been included to provide a full overview of the project.  

Prior to, and during the construction works, there has been extensive public consultation, and that 

has very much informed the scheme’s design.  Indeed, the South Downs National Park were 

consulted as part of this process. 

The need for the works arose because the pond had suffered extensive bank erosion for many years 

– the bank supports had also rotted away.  This erosion has led to the pond becoming shallower and 

this in turn has been detrimental to its ecology.   The reed beds had also diminished, and trees and 

shrubs had taken hold in parts of the pond.  The former broad walk was rotten, narrow, had no 

safety rail and prone to flooding. 

The implemented scheme fulfils the four aims identified at the very start of the design process.  

 Stabilisation of the banks  

 Greater support of biodiversity of the pond 

 Improve access for visitors and fisherfolk 

 A more enjoyable visitor experience 

These aims have been fulfilled by restoring the banks, creating two islands (to help reduce wave 

action) part reprofiling of the pond, constructing a bridge, replacing the boardwalk, creating new 

peninsula swims, and fish nurseries, planting of bankside plants and reedbeds, and coppicing of 

bankside trees.  The effects of the works on biodiversity will be monitored as part of the draft Heath 

Management Plan.   

There have been no objections from consultees.   There have also been letters of support and 

independently the Town Council has also received many supportive comments. 

In support of the application a neighbour on Heath Road has written: 

I entirely support the… Town Council ….for work on the Heath. The…boardwalk is far safer than the 

old one alongside a crumbling roadside wall…. It also provides the thousands of visitors to the Heath 

with a far better view and experience. Five Rivers were thwarted by coronavirus and dry weather 

with their planting, but I believe that once work is completed on the islands and banks the jewel in 

Petersfield’s crown will be further enhanced for many more years. 

This neatly sums up the impact of work.  While acknowledging there have been some objections - 

mostly on the boardwalk – the boardwalk is designed so that it is safer, allows two-way traffic, and 

not prone to flooding.  It is made from non-toxic recycled materials and is designed for durability, 

whilst still being aesthetically pleasing to look at.    

The scheme is an enhancement to a valuable recreational open space. It therefore complies with 

national and local policies.  
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Cllr Julie Butler 
(Ward Cllr Petersfield Heath) 

 

SDNP/20/03195/FUL 
 
Heath Lake, Heath Road, Petersfield, Hants. 
 
I am writing in support of this application.  Whilst I understand and sympathise with 
the objections that have been put forward, for me the Boardwalk needed to be 
replaced.  This has always been a popular destination both for local residents and 
further afield, restrictions permitting.  Therefore, not to make improvements would be 
foolhardy. 
 
It enhances this part of the circular walk making it far more accessible now for 
families with buggies. Gives a much safer wheelchair access and overall a better 
visitor experience. 
 
The old Boardwalk was more often than not under water, narrow and not really fit for 
purpose.  This led to people having to walk on a very narrow pavement, moving out 
into the road at times to avoid each other.  Sussex Road is renown for the speed of 
traffic, hence quite dangerous.  This has now ensured that one can walk comfortably 
round the whole perimeter of the lake safely.  I must also add since the lockdown 
restrictions, it has actually allowed a one-way system to enable social distancing to 
take place. 
 
Whilst unfortunate that planning permission wasn’t sought prior to the work 
commencing, it would seem that the only objections concern the Boardwalk in the 
main.  The project is bold and innovate.  The recycled plastic is non slip and 
designed to withstand all weather conditions.  It looks like wood, so still in keeping 
with the landscape around. 
 
Petersfield Lake draws in so many visitors to the town, this can only enhance the 
visitor experience, I agree that time will be needed to allow things to grow again, but 
they will. 
 
I therefore support this decision. 
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